I still could not help wondering why these articles were written?what motive prompted them. Surely it was not from any desire to snub us as a profession?not to gratify any personal antipathy, and not altogether the result of clinical observations. Back of all this there must have been some honest convictions which led to the attack. Perhaps, a succession of unpleasant experiences, the result of slow and wearisome endeavors to find a cause for certain pathological conditions, the tracing of which through avenues leading to one common center, resulted in certain convictions, convictions so strong as to overlook the fact that under other conditions than those existing, the result might have been different. For instance, if in their private practice they met with cases which baffled them in diagnosis and treatment, and after having almost exhausted their skill in the vain attempt to get at the cause, they at last get at the fact, that there is at times, an uneasiness, an occasional approach to pain, sufficient to be acknowledged if persistently questioned in regard to it, and which seems to lie in or about the oral cavity. This general uneasiness is at last traced to a pulpless tooth, which has been treated and filled, or quite as often, to one in which the attempt has been made to cap an exposed pulp, or a metal filling was laid in too close proximity to it. Extraction of the tooth at once removes all the troublesome symptoms for the alleviations of which the physician was consulted. A few experiences of this kind would naturally lead manyphysicians to the conclusion that teeth deprived of their pulps were very like slivers in the fingers, foreign bodies, and the sooner they were removed the better. I have more than once heard this assertion from the medical fraternity. and I don't want it to go out that this is not the case.
Chas. F. Ives: I believe I stated that other material could be used and as perfectly as that to which I gave the preference; but you cannot make a gutta-percha filling that will not absorb ; it will stink to the end of time. 
